Read Through the Bible 2008
September

Stan Jackson

All passages from New American Standard

September 1
Psalm 77: 11 - I shall remember the deeds of the LORD;
         Surely I will remember Your wonders of old.
The psalmist Asaph is admittedly in deep distress, yet his soul refused to be comforted.   Why would this be?  He is focused on himself, and this is never a focus that leads to success.  Success comes from focusing on God.  Note how many times the psalmist references himself in this Psalm – approximately 22 times he says “I” or “my” in the first verses.
Then he turns the corner in verse 11 and begins to remember Israel’s history with God . . . His deeds, His miracles, His ways, and His power.  The focus is now on God, and one can feel the relief that is experienced by Asaph.

Do you need relief today?  Take the focus off yourself and the problem, and turn your eyes upon Jesus.
September 2
2 Peter 2:1 - “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”
Peter gives us a wonderful descriptive in this chapter that allows us to detect and recognize characteristics of false teachers.  For example, they are greedy, sensual, despisers of authority, self-willed, creatures of instinct, unstable, have their sights on adultery, and promisers of “freedom.”    Their tool is that of deception and their purpose is pleasure and financial gain.
Have things changed much since Peter wrote those words?  No.  In fact, things have not changed at all.  Solomon said in Ecclesiastes that “nothing is new under the sun.”  
How can we recognize and avoid false teachers and those who would deceive us?  Burrowing into the Word of God!  Ask for God’s discernment and then show a willingness to exercise that discernment.  

September 3

Jeremiah 39:17 – But I will deliver you on that day," declares the LORD, "and you will not be given into the hand of the men whom you dread.
In this chapter, God is giving a promise to Jeremiah and Ebed-melech that they will not die, even though all that surrounds them will be destroyed.  This gives us hope that in the midst of some really awful circumstances, we just might survive.  
It has been correctly said that the things we dread most in life rarely ever happen.  Yet we spend enormous energy fretting about those things that may or may not occur.  God expects us to be vigilant and prepared, but then He expects us to leave it with Him.  In our American culture today, we are too wrapped up in our “things.”  

Have you watched the Atlanta TV news recently?  There always seems to be apartments that have burned down overnight.   Most people that are interviewed 

share their relief that everyone got out OK.  God provided a way of escape in the midst of the destruction.
Just like Jeremiah.

September 4

Jeremiah 44: 15 & 16 – Then all the men who were aware that their wives were burning sacrifices to other gods, along with all the women who were standing by, as a large assembly, including all the people who were living in Pathros in the land of Egypt, responded to Jeremiah, saying, As for the message that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we are not going to listen to you!
Jeremiah had been pleading with those who had fled to Egypt to return home yet they chose to ignore his word from God.  It was a willful defiance.  As a result, only a remnant ever returned from Egypt.   
The Babylonians had taken over the land and the Israelites thought there would be safety in Egypt.  This is known as the “geographical cure”.  We sometimes think if we could just move to another location, all our problems would be solved.  Usually the only result is that our same old problems follow us to that new place.  The problem is internal, not geographical.  It’s a problem of the heart.
The Israelites would have been safe if they had just stayed put.  Where are you safe?  What is God instructing you to do?  Whatever it is, there is safety in being where God wants you to be and in following His design.  
Are you listening to Him?  Are you adrift in a sea of apathy?  Or are you defiant?  Has God been speaking to you through your pastor or Sunday school teacher but you have been telling Him:  “I will not listen to the message you have spoken to me in the name of the LORD.”  Listen up.  Stay put if that’s what He says to do.
September 5

Psalm 81:11 & 12 – But My people did not listen to My voice, And Israel did not obey Me.  So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, to walk in their own devices.
Does God ever give up on us?  This verse would seem to suggest such.  If you could pinpoint just one thing that really ticks off God, it might be this:  ignore Him and don’t listen to Him.  

This verse implies several things:  first, God is speaking.  We may not be listening, but He is speaking.  You haven’t heard Him?  He’s right there in “The Book.”  He’s waiting for you in the closet.  He’s right there every Sunday in the sanctuary.
Second, when we do hear Him, we must choose to obey Him.  That’s right, it’s a choice.  But it isn’t easy.  “That isn’t how I want to spend my time.”  “But it isn’t how I want to spend my money.”  Balance that against  . . . I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me.
Third, after God has done all He can to wrest us from our willful disobedience, he just might give in to us.  That’s not a good thing.  His Word tells us that He will not contend with us forever.  If you are not a Christian and you have persistently rejected the Holy Spirit, there may come a time that the Spirit’s call will no longer be there.  If you are a Christian giving in to sin, 1 Corinthians tells us that there could come a time when He will tire of calling you back and give you over to Satan for punishment.

Finally, He will let us walk in our own devices.  That’s scary.  Do you really want to be in control of your life?  How’s it turned out so far when you’ve taken control?  Do you want Him as your co-pilot or as The Pilot?  
Is He even on your plane?

September 6

Psalm 82:8 – Arise, O God, judge the earth!   For it is You who possesses all the nations.
By the time you read this the Summer Olympics will have just been held in Beijing China.  As I write this, the opening ceremonies are to be on TV tonight, and that’s always an exciting event to watch.  Two hundred four countries from around the world will participate in the games, and they will march into the stadium carrying their respective flags.  Some countries will claim to be Christian countries, such as the U.S.A.  Others, such as the host country China, declare their allegiance to Buddha.  Of course, the Muslim countries are dedicated to Allah.  Our Holy Scriptures declare that every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Do you think some of those countries see it coming?  
Some of you may remember the old Fram oil filter commercial.  The mechanic informed us that we could pay him now (for a quality filter) or we could pay him later (for an engine overhaul).  Every country has the choice of paying now or paying later.  And so do you, as an individual.  If you “pay” now, you will spend eternity with Jesus; if you pay later, you will still bow and confess, but you will spend eternity separated from Jesus.
There were many Olympic judges in China.  Many athletes won medals.  But all the nations, and you and I individually, belong to Him.  How will He judge you?  Will you win the gold?  Jesus wants to award you with gold and you don’t have to compete – you just have to believe. 
September 7
Psalm 83:1-5  “1 O God, do not remain quiet;
Do not be silent and, O God, do not be still. 
2 For behold, Your enemies make an uproar,
And those who hate You have exalted themselves. 
3 They make shrewd plans against Your people,
And conspire together against Your treasured ones. 
4 They have said, "Come, and let us wipe them out as a nation,
That the name of Israel be remembered no more." 
5 For they have conspired together with one mind;
 Against You they make a covenant.
Asaph was disturbed – Israel was in dire straits, but God was quiet, silent, and still.  Have you ever called on God and He didn’t seem to answer?  Sometimes God’s timing is not our timing.  
What are God’s three answers?  Yes.  No.  Not yet.  When He is quiet, silent, and still, it means He is working behind the scenes and you shouldn’t give up.
Look at the contrast of God’s enemies to God and God’s people:  

The enemies make an uproar; God is quiet.


The enemies exalt themselves; God’s people exalt God.


The enemies make shrewd plans and conspire; God’s people trust Him.

The enemies want to wipe out the nation; God blesses nations that follow                       Him.


The enemies are single-minded; God and those who follow Him are also single-minded.


The enemies covenant against God; God covenants with His people.

Learn to be patient and trust God – just because He is quiet does not mean He is disinterested and not working.
September 8

1 John 1:1-3 – What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life--  2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us--  3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

In these verses, John twice uses the word “manifested.”  Warren W. Wiersbe in his marvelous book With the Word says this:  “Manifest is one of John’s favorite words.  Jesus was manifested that He might reveal God’s life (1 John 1:2), take away our sins (3:5), destroy the devil’s work (3:8), and disclose God’s love for sinners (4:9).”  That pretty much sums up the Gospel message, doesn’t it?
John was blessed and he describes that blessing . . . all related to Jesus . . . in these verses:  he heard Him; he saw Him; and he touched Him.  Pretty cool, don’t you think?  Yet, the Bible tells us that those who have not heard, seen or touched Him (in person), and yet believe on Him, are blessed as well.  
Do you believe on Him?

John wanted to share that Good News with others.  That’s why he wrote 1 John.  And this proclamation that John gives us . . . it allows us to fellowship with John and other Christians.  But not only that, we can fellowship with Jesus Himself and God the Father.  
Now that’s what I call “fellowshipping”!
September 9

Psalm 85
In Psalm 85, we find that God has restored and revived His people.  The verbs the psalmist uses to illustrate this restoration are interesting:  
· Showed favor

· Forgave iniquity

· Covered their sin

· Withdrew His fury

· Turned away from anger

And the writer gives beautiful expression and visuals of key concepts coming to life in this restoration:


Glory dwelling in the land


Lovingkindness and truth meeting

Righteousness and peace kissing

Truth springing from the earth


Righteousness looking down from heaven
All of these verbs are active in tense – they show God reaching out to us.  Do you need revival and restoration today?  Are you listening to him?  He’s ready to take action.

September 10

Psalm 86:14 - O God, arrogant men have risen up against me,
And a band of violent men have sought my life,
And they have not set You before them.
Arrogance.  Not a very pleasant word or concept.  We’ve all known those whom we would call “arrogant.”  But the arrogant are only the non-Christians, right?  I’m sorry to have to tell you this, but there are more than a few arrogant Christians.  
The psalmist tells us that the arrogant do not place God before them.  Do you know where arrogance began?  In heaven.  With Lucifer.  Lucifer was at the top of the list as far as angels go.  He was almost perfect . . . except for one little flaw.  Pride.  Arrogance.  He decided that he should be equal to God and made a simple declaration several times:  I WILL.  Sin entered the heavens.  Scripture tells us that Lucifer started an uprising in heaven and in the end, he and a third of the angels in heaven were cast out.
Do you think that Lucifer placed God before himself?  Pride may well be the root of all sins – putting oneself before everyone else, especially before God.

How can we have arrogant Christians?  We aren’t perfect.  The enemy wants us to exercise our “rights.”  Don’t we deserve to satisfy ourselves?  
Seriously . . . I don’t want what I really deserve.
September 11

Lamentations 1:22 – Let all their wickedness come before You;
         And deal with them as You have dealt with me
         For all my transgressions;
         For my groans are many and my heart is faint.
September 11, 2001.  9/11.  In the U.S. a day of shock and numbing images played over and over on TV screens.  There was a new reality about wickedness in our insulated world.  
Wickedness and evil in such an obvious display tend to draw a community together.  Attendance at churches across the nation set a record that first Sunday after.  There were the many “groans” - evidence of a nation of people that did not understand, who were turning to God for answers.  Unity was the byword for weeks among politicians.  The love of country was at a high for this generation.  There is nothing like evil attacking us to bring us all together.
Seven years later it is business as usual.  Church attendance faded after just a few weeks.  It seems that politicians are more partisan than ever before.  Some groups now even blame our own country for the evil of 9/11/01.  

Perhaps God was pleased when we turned to Him back then.  Maybe He thought there was hope for our nation to once more be legitimately described as a “Christian nation.” 
It’s a horrible thought.  But what is it going to take to bring our nation back to God once again?
September 12
Lamentations 3:22, 23 – “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
       for his compassions never fail. 
 23 They are new every morning; 
       great is your faithfulness.  (KJV)
Jeremiah is called the “weeping prophet”, and is the author of Lamentations.  He was God’s prophet and knew what the future held, so he wept for God’s people, knowing what was ahead for them.  The first verses of chapter 3 are filled with despair and gloom, but for some reason, Jeremiah has a change of view, a change of attitude.  Why?
He changes attitude when he places his focus on God instead of the difficulties.   Verse 21 says that he “calls to mind” some important facts.  He makes a decision to turn his focus 180 degrees.  He chooses to recognize that God’s great love will prevent the people from being removed from earth.  He chooses to recognize that God’s love never fails.  NEVER!  And he chooses to recognize that those compassions are new every morning.
Don’t you love that old song’s refrain?

Great is thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see.


All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Make the choice.  Recognize His faithfulness and praise Him for it.

September 13

Psalm 89
The key ideas in Psalm 89 could rest on two concepts:  covenant and faithfulness.  The covenant to which 89 refers is God’s covenant with David that there would always be a descendant of David on the throne.  We have the benefit of the New Testament and Bible scholars to tell us that God was referencing His son, Jesus Christ – the ultimate Davidic descendant.  

When God makes a covenant, he can be counted on to keep that covenant.  He is Faithful, with a capital “F.”  In Psalm 89, the psalmist refers to God’s faithfulness six times:  in verses 1, 2, 5, 8, 24, and 33.  Warren W. Wiersbe says that God’s faithfulness is seen:
· from generation to generation – Verses 1-4
· among His people – 5-10

· in creation – 11-13

· among the nations – 14-18

· and toward David and his family – 19-37

When we think that God is not demonstrating faithfulness, Wiersbe says that we are suffering from “spiritual shortsightedness.”  He is always faithful:  100% of the time.  We need to decide that we can trust Him because He tells us that He is faithful.  

September 14

1 John 3:16, 18 – We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

The Apostle John hits us pretty hard in this chapter.  A good parallel portion of Scripture is found in the book of James.  Both authors are suggesting that we should do more than just “talk” . . .  that we should put our beliefs into action. Did I say “suggesting”?  Let’s correct that and say “challenging.”  Perhaps even “requiring.”  If we claim to be Christians, and we don’t live like it, then we are just making noise.
Could I lay down my life for another, you ask?  Good question.  Have you ever made a list of those people for whom you would willingly sacrifice you own life?  It’s usually a pretty short list.  It’s a good thing to decide before you find you need to.  
I once had a co-worker who was dying from a lung disease.  He was waiting for a heart/lung transplant but the details just were not working out.  The thought occurred to me that I should give him my lungs and heart . . . make the total sacrifice for him.  The world would have benefitted from the gift:  he had kids, he was bright, an eloquent speaker, a gifted preacher, and a world-class event organizer.  And I was not.  

As I pondered this, I realized that if I were to give my life for him, I would require something in exchange - something that would make the sacrifice meaningful to me.  I began to think of the things that were not so great about him:  he was arrogant, prone to temper tantrums, not very friendly at times, and yelled at his wife.  I thought – if I should give my life for him, then I would demand that he change those things.  He would have to live a better life because I was about to give up mine. 
In the midst of this daydream, God provided insight:  this must be how Jesus feels about me.  He did give His life for me, and in doing so, He asks that I respond in a new way.  A way that is worthy of His sacrifice.

My friend died.  I think of him often.  And then I wonder about my response to Jesus’ sacrifice for me.

September 15
Ezekiel 4-6
Ever thought about applying for the position of Prophet?  Can you see the job description in the Times-Courier this week:  

Wanted – Prophet of God.  No previous prophet experience required, must be willing to take massive amounts of abuse from supervisor, and must be willing to respond without question to activities that will cause extreme physical difficulties.  Salary – just enough food to survive for 430 days.

It’s not likely there would be massive phone calls about that one!  Ezekiel was a priest who was called of God to be God’s prophet – the one who spoke God’s word to Israel and Judah.  Israel had lived in iniquity and sinned against God for 390 years, and Judah had done so for 40 years.  Ezekiel was charged to lie down on his left side for 390 days – one day for each year of Israel’s sinning against God – and an additional 40 days on his right side representing Judah’s 40 years of sin.  Not only that, but God tied him with rope so he could not change positions.  Talk about being tied down to a bad job!
How would you or I react to such an assignment?  What would it take to qualify for such a bizarre task?  Why did God know that Ezekiel would take the assignment and succeed in it?  Here are some characteristics that I suspect may have contributed to God’s trust of Ezekiel:
1. Ezekiel had been faithful on the small assignments

2. He had done the things that “made sense” without questioning – the little things.  He was now being trusted at the next level – a task that did not “make sense”

3. He had been consistent in his trust of God

4. He had been obedient
5. As a priest, he knew God’s word, therefore he knew God Himself
Most of us won’t be called to be an Ezekiel.  But we will be called to be faithful.

September 16

Psalm 92:5 – How great are Your works, O LORD!
         Your thoughts are very deep.
So . . . God’s thoughts are not only deep, but very deep.  I’m glad – I’d hate to think that the creator of it all only had shallow thoughts.  Yet, there are scientists today who believe there is no God at all.  Those scientists declare their “theories” superior to what the Bible says.  They want us to believe in that fable called Darwin’s theory of evolution.  I don’t know about you, but I was created by God as an individual in His image, not a random occurrence whose ancestors were apes.  And Darwin – he’s buried in a cathedral in England.  You can dance on his grave if you wish.  I did.
God’s thoughts are very deep.  His wisdom, we are told in the New Testament, is foolishness to those arrogant scientists.  And it’s true – we Christians are viewed with great disdain by the intellectuals of the world.  We are ignorant, we use “religion” as a crutch, and we are simple-minded.  Does that make you mad?  It shouldn’t.  God has told us we will be viewed this way.

God’s thoughts are very deep.  Can you imagine how complex it must be . . .  to be God?  We are told in His Word that He knows everything, created everything, is everywhere, and works everything for good for those who love and trust Him. I have trouble just getting through today, and I’m only in charge of . . . me.

God’s thoughts are very deep.  And I’m glad for it.  I can’t imagine that I would have the capacity to understand God - the creator and manager of it all.  He wouldn’t be God then . . . would He?
September 17

1 John 4:18 – There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
There is a unique relationship between love and fear.  If we correctly understand 1 John chapter 4, we can make the assumption that love and fear operate as opposites.  Apparently there is a continuum – at one extreme of the line there is perfect love; at the other end, complete fear.  The more fear you experience, the less love there is.  With increasing or greater love, the less fear there is.  
John declares that a perfect love casts out fear – it makes the situation totally devoid of fear.  Ever experienced that?  Me either.  And if love casts out fear, then we can assume fear was there first.  That makes sense when we realize that we are born sinful and imperfect – fearful.  The love of Jesus comes into our lives and casts out or replaces fear with His love.  That’s a good thing.
The only one truly able to demonstrate perfect love to us is Jesus Christ.  He showed us perfect love when He walked the earth.  For whatever circumstance you can name, Jesus always showed us the perfect way to handle any situation.  

He also was willing to create perfect fear.  What do you think the demons were feeling when he cast them out?  But perfect love was His usual thing.

So what, you ask?  We have a responsibility because of this perfect love, because of the continuum of love to fear.  We must continue to grow spiritually, and therefore accept and receive more and more of His love.  This acceptance forces out the fear that naturally resides within us.  
Can we ever reach the extreme end of the continuum and achieve perfect love?  Yes.  But it’s likely only when our time on earth is finished.  Then we will see clearly and understand fully that He is perfect love.  Perhaps on the pearly gates there is a sign:                                              NO FEAR
September 18
Psalm 94
Psalm 94 has some pretty harsh descriptives for evil people.  The psalmist calls these people proud, and defines them as exulting, or having great pleasure in being proud.  The proud speak arrogantly, act wickedly, crush God’s people, are killers of the weak, and they even somehow believe that God does not see or hear.  
Pride is inherent to all humanity.  You have pride and I have pride, and we are not hesitant to stand up for ourselves.  Until we have Christ in our lives.  Then we begin to give a bit more consideration to others.

Verse 11 tells us that God knows our thoughts.  We sometimes experience a sense of spiritual pride when we think something bad but we don’t say it out loud.  That’s commendable.  But keep verse 11 in mind – He knows what we were about to say.  Every thought.  
Yikes!  Gadzooks!  Holy cow!

How can I get control over my own thoughts?  I can’t.  But God can.  It’s another of those decisions we must make.  You and I must decide that we are going to give our very thoughts to God on a moment by moment basis.  We must practice caution in our thinking.  We can ask God to direct our every thought.  Will we reach perfection?  Nope.  But God appreciates our willingness.
The rest of verse 11 tells us that our thoughts are but a breath.  How long does it take for a single breath?  It’s quick and then it’s over.  That tells us that we really don’t compare very well to God – He is eternal in His thoughts and actions – it all lasts.  And we are oh so brief.  

By the way – what are you thinking right now?

September 19

Psalm 95
It is interesting to study the Psalms – there is virtually nothing that is common to man that is not addressed in them.  Sometimes there seems to be at least two different directions that a psalm will travel, and this is true with Psalm 95.  Verse one through verse seven are wonderful thoughts of praise and worship of the Heavenly Father.  Do you recall the ACTS approach to prayer?

· A – Adoration to God

· C – Confession to God

· T – Thanksgiving to God

· S – Supplication, or asking on behalf of others
The first seven verses of Psalm 95 when “returned” to God, work quite well for giving Adoration to the Lord.

But the tone changes after verse seven – the psalmist challenges the readers to not harden their hearts as the children of Israel did when they complained about lacking water.  You’d think they would have had some level of faith regarding water, wouldn’t you?  They had recently witnessed a well-known miracle – something about parting the Red Sea, right?  But no – they were whiners who never seemed able to give proper consideration to their own recent history.
Those last verses were a type of warning to them, and to us:  Don’t forget what I have done for you – all the good things.  And don’t forget what I have done to those who have not believed in Me – some not-so-good things.  
I have always felt sorry for Joshua and Caleb – they represented the 20% of the 80-20 principle.  Two out of 12.  (Actually 16.6% - I know!)  They paid a price for the unbelief of the other 10.  But . . . they did enter the Promised Land after those 40 years of delay.

Why not today give Him your adoration and remember what He has done for you.

September 20
1 John 5:11,12 – And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
In this chapter of 1 John, the Apostle John is sharing with us about what it means to be born of God – the characteristics.  Warren W. Wiersbe in his book With the Word says there are four elements involved in this passage relating to being born:  
· Born to love

· Born to win

· Born to assurance

· Born secure

I like those characteristics.  Let’s think about the assurance and security elements today.  This quarter in the First Baptist Church LIFE University (studies on Sunday evening), Pastor David Drake is teaching a class on the Basics of Christianity.  This past Sunday evening he asked the group, “What do you usually hear when you ask someone if they are going to Heaven?”   The consensus answer . . .   “I sure hope so!”  Even Christians respond with “I hope so.”  Dr. Drake encouraged us to go from “hope-so” to “know-so”.  That is what John is trying to tell us here as well.
John uses the words “testify” and “testimony” several times.  Jesus testified to His own status as the Son of God.  His testimony was given with His words, and it was given when he was baptized (water) and when He was crucified (blood).  God testified on His behalf:  “This is my son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
We are told in this chapter that we have life if we have the Son.  If we believe, then the testimony is in us.  Literally in us because the Holy Spirit resides within each Christian.  

So, are you responsible to testify?  Yepper.  But, “I don’t know what to say,” you exclaim.  “I’ve only been a Christian a few years.”  Or, “I’m not trained to testify.”  Or, “What if I don’t get it right?”  Not to worry.
If He is in you, then He will provide assurance of salvation and give you the needed confidence.  And what to say?  Your story.  The easiest and most effective witnesses for Christ are those who tell their own simple story.  
Can you tell your own story about coming to Christ and how your life has changed?  Yepper.  I know so!
September 21

Psalm 97:10 – Hate evil, you who love the LORD,
         Who preserves the souls of His godly ones;
         He delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
This is a unique command.  Hate evil.  Have you ever considered this . . . that we Christians are instructed to hate something?  Our pattern of behavior should always be based on Scripture.  Even better than that, our behavior should be patterned after the actions of Jesus.  Did Jesus hate?  It would seem so.
What did Jesus hate?  I’m glad you asked!
· Jesus hated sin

· He hated hypocrisy

· He hated faithlessness
· He hated death (Lazarus)

We have heard a lot about evil in the past few years.  Those who flew the planes and planned the destruction of the Twin Towers have been described as evil.  Their acts were certainly evil.  So . . . we should hate them, right?  Certainly the actions; maybe not the people.  
If you pay attention to politics you might get the feeling that the other party is worthy of our hate.  And in the past 16 years, it has almost become normal for a good portion of our population to hate the sitting President.  Is that OK?  What would Jesus do?  
What about those folk who don’t look exactly the same as us – you know, the ones with the different skin color or those who speak that foreign language.  They’re taking over, aren’t they?  
Don’cha just hate it when . . . 

Can you imagine what Jesus feels when we go around hating the things that He did not hate?  

September 22

Ezekiel 22:30 - I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.
“But I found no one.”  God looked for someone who would stand in the gap.  And not just any gap – it was the gap where God was.  How sad that He could not find one – just one – who would follow His lead and stand in the gap.

There are men in Israel’s history who have stood in the gap – Moses stood in that gap for God. He was constantly getting between God and the people because God wanted to wipe them off the face of the earth more than once.  Joseph was a “gap person” as Wiersbe calls them.  He was strong for the Lord and in the Lord.  He faced such terrible odds, yet he persevered and became number two in Egypt.  And his faithfulness to God saved the land.
What does it take to be a “gap person”?  We’ve already mentioned faithfulness.  Perhaps standing for what is right and sometimes standing alone.  Perhaps seeing life’s realities as others do not see them – through God’s eyes and viewpoint.  Perhaps it’s a willingness to be criticized by family and friends because you hold firm to your beliefs – beliefs that don’t measure up to their “common sense.”
When did you last stand in the gap?  Was it when you resisted peer pressure?  Was it when you said the name of Christ to a friend who needed to hear it?  Was it on the computer when you turned away from pornography?  Was it putting someone else’s needs ahead of your own?
There are lots of gaps that need filling for Christ – will you be that “one” who answers the call?  Will you be a “gap person?”
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2 John
Phillips Brooks said this:  “Truth is always strong, no matter how weak it looks; and falsehood is always weak, no matter how strong it looks.”

Second John is about truth and love, and is written by John to an unidentified woman.  John writes that he loves her in truth; that all who know her, love her in truth; that this love is for the sake of truth; and that this love which abides in him will last forever.  
How does one go about loving another in truth?  If we love, but without truth, we risk allowing lies for the sake of love.  And if we share truth, but don’t do it wrapped in love, then the truth will needlessly hurt the one that we love.  Truth and love therefore must find a balance – the best is not achieved with either truth or love devoid of the other.
John goes on to say that there is a relationship between love and God’s commandments.  What is a commandment from God if not truth?  John admits that he is not writing about a new commandment, but an old one:  that we love one another.  This is the perfect marriage of truth and love:  
the command 
to love 
one another.

In verse 6 John exhorts the woman and us to walk according to His commandments.  I like the implications of the word “walk” in the Bible.  It implies a slow, deliberate rate of speed.  Not fast and flashy, but steady and intentional.  The walk with the Lord is not started and completed in a flash – it’s for a lifetime and it’s methodical.  It’s a marathon versus a sprint.  And a walk is pleasurable – you are moving at a pace that is comfortable, and enjoying your surroundings.
A final string in John’s little book is a warning – a warning about those who would deceive us.  We again must exercise balance.  Perhaps John is warning us that if we love, but without truth, we will fall for every wind of doctrine.  We are instructed in God’s Word to test every spirit – this means we are not to accept anything at face value that is not in sync with God’s Word.  Reject what is presented if it is not in line with God’s commandments.

So, how do we love in truth while testing the spirits?  Prayer and reading the Bible.  Pretty basic, isn’t it.

September 24

Psalm 100
The 100th Psalm is perhaps the second most loved Psalm, coming just after the 23rd Psalm.  The action verbs of the verses jump out at us:
· Shout - joyfully

· Serve – with gladness

· Come – before Him

· Know – the lord is God

· Enter – with thanksgiving

· Give – thanks

I like verse three – we are reminded that we are not the creator, but the created.  We humans tend to lose sight of this reality.  The non-Christian with human pride and arrogance comes to believe that he or she is the master of his own fate, the one who is in charge, the one who really matters.  I’m always amused by the egos of politicians and those who follow them – they are the ones that will make the world better.
Verse four tells us to give thanks to Him.  Do you recall earlier this month we talked about ACTS praying?  The third point of ACTS praying is Thanksgiving.  After we have given Him our Adoration and admitted our sins (Confession), then we give Him our Thanks.  How large is your thanksgiving list?  When was the last time you wrote down all the wonderful elements of your life?  Someone has said that we live in a “Sea of Grace.”  If He never allowed anything else into our life that is praiseworthy, His Grace is enough.  What greater knowledge is there than to know your eternity will be spent with Him in Heaven.
Give Him thanks today for your salvation and your place with Him in eternity.
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Ezekiel 28:11-19 – 11 Again the word of the LORD came to me saying,  12 "Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "You had the seal of perfection,
         Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 
    13 "You were in Eden, the garden of God;
         Every precious stone was your covering:
         The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;
         The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;
         The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;
         And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
         Was in you.
         On the day that you were created
         They were prepared. 
    14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers,
         And I placed you there 
         You were on the holy mountain of God;
         You walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 
    15 "You were blameless in your ways
         From the day you were created
         Until unrighteousness was found in you. 
    16 "By the abundance of your trade
         You were internally filled with violence,
         And you sinned;
         Therefore I have cast you as profane
         From the mountain of God.
         And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub,
         From the midst of the stones of fire. 
    17 "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty;
         You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor 
         I cast you to the ground;
         I put you before kings,
         That they may see you. 
    18 "By the multitude of your iniquities,
         In the unrighteousness of your trade
         You profaned your sanctuaries.
         Therefore I have brought fire from the midst of you;
         It has consumed you,
         And I have turned you to ashes on the earth
         In the eyes of all who see you. 
    19 "All who know you among the peoples
         Are appalled at you;
         You have become terrified
         And you will be no more."'" 
Biblical scholars believe these profound verses in Ezekiel represent God talking about Lucifer.  Lucifer is described this way:
· He had the seal of perfection

· He was wise and perfect

· He was in Eden

· He was the anointed “cherub who covers”
· He was blameless

· He had beauty and splendor

But . . .  he sinned.  Being the top Angel was not enough for him – he lusted after God’s position.  Note in verse 13 Ezekiel writes that there was a specific day that God created him.  Lucifer was a created being.  Is the creation greater than the Creator?  Does the clay tell the potter how he should form the clay?  Old Lucifer began to worship himself.
We get that way, too.  Who?  Me?  Like Lucifer?  Like Satan?  Like the Devil?

Yep.  Every time we put ourselves first.  Every time we allow pride to show itself.  Every time we begin to think we are perfect, or wise, or blameless, or that we are beautiful in our own right. Every time we say “I” . . . we run the risk of pride.  Be careful.  Be very careful.  I . . . am being careful.
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3 John 1
In this chapter, John is writing to Gaius about two other men:  Diotrephes and Demetrius.  Let’s test your Bible knowledge:  which was the good guy and which was not?  Oh, you already read this just now.  OK – Diotrephes had a problem.  Well, actually several problems:

· He loved to be first

· He did not accept the instruction which John gave him 

· He unjustly accused John with wicked words

· He did not receive the brethren
· He forbade those who would receive the brethren

Sounds like an all around nice guy.  Do we have any one like that in our church?  Yeah . . . just look around.  Who, me?  Noo, not me!  Do I love to be first?  Definitely not!  Well, maybe I like for someone to make a fuss over me so I can decline being first.  Is that the same?  ’Fraid so.

And those other things – didn’t accept, or unjustly accused – I haven’t done those things.  Recently.  And receiving the brethren - well, hospitality is just not my gift.  I leave it to others who are more gifted in entertaining to “receive the brethren.”  

Humility is the answer to the question.  Get some.
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Psalm 103
Lot’s of goodies in this Psalm!  David is the author and he praises God for three important blessings:

· Forgiveness

· Redemption

· Satisfaction
He begins and closes the Psalm in the same way:  Blessing the Lord.  Come to think of it, that’s a great way for us to begin and end anything – blessing Him.  David shares some of the benefits that God will bestow on us if we will trust him:
· Pardon of iniquity

· Healing of disease

· Redeems our lives from the pit

· Showers us with loving kindness and compassion 

· He will provide good things in our old age to renew our youth

One of the most loved verses is verse 12 where we are told that our transgressions are removed from us as far as the east is from the west.  Exactly where does the east ever meet the west?  It doesn’t – that’s good news if you’re keeping a list of your transgressions.
One of the many and wonderful characteristics of God is that He is Eternal, He is everlasting.  What a contrast to you and me.  In verses 14-16, David describes man as dust, as grass, as a flower, which all are so temporary.  He is forever; we are but dust.  

Dust to dust – pretty transient, pretty discouraging.  What can you do with dust?  Not much at all.  But the body, our own little windblown dust storm, doesn’t matter.  It’s the soul that matters.  How’s your soul today?
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Ezekiel 35:6 – “therefore as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "I will give you over to bloodshed, and bloodshed will pursue you; since you have not hated bloodshed, therefore bloodshed will pursue you.
There is great danger in finding a verse, pulling it out of context, and expounding upon it.  But that is what I do here.  This verse jumped out at me, and there is a concept to be understood.

Sometimes God will capture our attitude and actions and toss them back at us.  An example is a compelling anonymous quote that goes something like this:  

“The curse of the liar is not that he is not believed; it is that he can never believe anyone else.”

Does that compute?  Because the liar is saturated with his lies, he finds it easy to believe that everybody else lies just as he lies.  Let’s extend that thought – 
· The cheater is not perceived as cheating, but thinks that everyone is trying to cheat him

· The one who is filled with hate sees everyone else as hateful
· The one who is untrustworthy can’t seem to trust anyone else
But this can work on the positive scale:  The one who follows the command to love others . . . somehow believes that others can love him.  The person who tells the truth will believe that everyone else tells the truth.
So . . . what do you believe about others?  Is there a message about you in that?
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Psalm 105

This is one of those Psalms that looks back.  It looks back at God’s dealings with His people and reminds us of truth, faithfulness, and love.  God is the Author of the entire Bible – He inspired the writers to put the words in motion, even when those words were repetitive.  Why?  When something is repeated in the Bible, God is giving us an emphasis.  There is something that needs to be strengthened.  
Do we do this in our family, or in our church, or in our Bible Study Fellowship?  We need to.  We need to recall what God has done for us, where we were and where He has brought us.  This is called our testimony.  

Have you ever verbalized your testimony?  It’s not hard, but you need to think it through.  Here’s what I was like then; here’s what I’m like today.  No one can tell your story like you can.  And this is not optional:  we are commanded to go into the entire world with the story – your story – His story.  Have you told your kids what your life was like before Christ and after Christ?  They need to hear it.
God believes in sharing His history – are we ready to share ours?
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Psalm 106:7 & 8 - Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders;  They did not remember Your abundant kindnesses,
         But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 
    8 Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of His name,
         That He might make His power known.
Do you appreciate the word “nevertheless”?  It’s a terrific transition word in Scripture.  It usually indicates that there are things that are difficult – usually pretty tough things – and yet God chooses to not punish.  It’s a Grace word; a Mercy word.  We don’t get what we really deserve.  In the verse above, the Israelites had rebelled, nevertheless, God saved them.  

Have you ever had any “nevertheless moments” with God such as these?

· I have driven drunk, nevertheless, God has protected me from having a wreck.
· I refused to study, nevertheless, God allowed me to pass the test.

· I cheated on my spouse, nevertheless, both God and my spouse forgave me.

Even Jesus had His nevertheless moment -  in Matthew 26:39 in the King James Version, Jesus prayed this:  And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
This verse teaches us that we have the freedom to make any request of God . . . as long as we add the nevertheless that Jesus added.  That’s super-important in our praying:  not as I will, but as God wills.

Is there a nevertheless that you and God need to discuss?
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